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	FOREWORD
	I have to make a confession. Though I know I have a reputation of being an “expert” on The Beatles, there has always been a gaping omission in my knowledge, one major aspect of their lives and careers that has remained beyond my grasp: the musical equipment they used.

After I wrote The Beatles Recording Sessions I received hundreds of letters from readers, mostly asking some very specific questions. Among these correspondents were scores of fans who hunger for musical equipment data. They asked me intricate questions about the knob on this Beatles guitar or the make of that amp, and I always had to reply that I had no idea about any of it. I have never been a musician; beyond noting that John loved his Rickenbackers and Paul his Hofner violin bass, that George came back from America with a 12-string and Ringo played Ludwig - OK, I do know a few more details beyond this - I had never sought to acquire further information.

And yet The Beatles were musicians who cared deeply for and had great knowledge about their musical instruments. They knew what they liked and why they liked it, and could talk the musicians' talk in the clubs and in the studios. Beatles Gear: All The Fab Four's Instruments, From Stage To Studio is an authoritative guide to The Beatles' equipment, with all the evocative names - Vox and Gibson and Leslie and Elpico -making appearances along the way, correctly placed in The Beatles' timeline.

Facts, mundanely reported, can become very boring very quickly; discernibly interpreted and imaginatively presented, however, they can tell a strong story. Andy Babiuk shows himself to be both a persistent researcher and a writer of clarity. The result is a book about a narrow path that permits a broader vista, offering another glimpse, in its way significant, into the Beatles mechanism - that once-in-several-lifetimes combination of hubris, chutzpah and a musical invention literally unparalleled in the modern era.
Mark Lewisohn

Hertfordshire, England, July 2001
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